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President’s Report

2024 / 2025 has been another extraordinary year for the Association with a sold-out calendar of events
demonstrating the ongoing importance and impact the Association has on the insurance and financial
services industry, validating you cannot underestimate the power of in-person networking.

Our membership program continues to be strong with over 40 corporate and 35 individual members for the
2025 calendar year. The Association is grateful to all our members for their continued support and
commitment to the Association.

Our Winter Luncheon and 38" AGM, sponsored by ASTA Group was held Thursday 15" August 2024 at
Doltone House Hyde Park, where we held a highly topical panel discussion on all things “Women’s
Wellbeing”, covering physical, mental and financial wellbeing with experts in each field generously donating
their time to the Association. We also announced our WII Grant recipients Kirra Donovan (Wotton Kearny)
and Negar Bahramali (ex Silver Wolf Projects) embarking on their year-long Grant program with the
Association, comprised of mentoring, networking and financial support for further career development.

October was our Spring Luncheon, sponsored by Steadfast, and held Friday 24'" at the Sofitel Wentworth
Sydney. We were joined by Liz Hayes for a fireside chat, led by our Vice President, Laura Maker. Liz gave us
a fascinating look into her life with an insight into the world of journalism in all its various guises. We were
also greeted with a beautiful hue of pink from the audience with our guests getting behind the
Association’s initiative to create awareness in support of breast cancer awareness month.

Our Christmas breakfast came early last year on Friday 29'" November 2024 at the Hilton Sydney and
sponsored by Sedgwick. The Daniel Francis band entertained us with plenty of Christmassy tunes, with
Santa making a special appearance for the annual Christmas card photo call and to let our guests know
whether they had made the naughty or nice list. We were again proud to support “Share the Dignity” with
257 much needed bags donated for women and young girls in need.

February kicked off our 2025 calendar, being our Ladies Only Cocktail evening Thursday 20" February, this
year at Rekodo, with Ezy Projects again sponsoring this signature event. The theme was “Masquerade”
with prizes for best dressed and to entertain everyone, we had our resident tarot card readers, a fantastic
DJ and of course it wouldn’t be a cocktail party without a roaming photo booth with Sydney’s beautiful
Darling Harbour as the backdrop. A wonderful evening for women celebrating women.

Our Autumn Luncheon, sponsored by Advanced Buildings was held Thursday 11" April 2025 at Dockside
Cockle Bay, a favourite spot for this luncheon, followed by drinks on the balcony for some extra networking
opportunities. Our keynote speaker Pauline Nguyen shared her story of escaping Vietnam on a boat and
surviving a Thai refugee camp. Pauline’s unique philosophy was bought to us with warmth and humour,
sharing her own story of what can be achieved through key alignment of thoughts and intentions

June bought a change-up to the events calendar this year, moving our June ‘Cocktail Evening’ to a breakfast
which proved most popular and successful. Held 5" June at the ivy Ballroom and sponsored by Paynter
Dixon we heard from the fascinating Natalie Waters, ex Customs Officer turned Behaviour Profiler and
Coach. A truly inspiring story recounted from some of the most difficult terrains and circumstances.

We thank our generous sponsors for their individual contributions to our events and to the Association.
Without their support, we wouldn’t be able to host the Association’s premier networking events.




Platinum Sponsors
Advanced Buildings
ASTA Group

Ezy Projects
Paynter Dixon
Sedgewick
Steadfast

Committee Sponsors
Allianz

Aon

Carter Newell

Gilchrist Connell

Hall & Wilcox

Haylo People

Wotton Kearney
Thompson Cooper Lawyers

Door Prize Sponsors

Abel & Brown

Abril Building Solutions

Al Grant

Ambrose Construct Group
Aon

Carter Newell

Clarity Workplace Solutions
Clyde & Co

Covue Projects Pty Ltd
DWF Pty Ltd

Ezy Projects

G Hughes & Associates
Gilchrist Connell

Hall & Wilcox

WOMEN

INSURANCE

WWW WOMENIMINSurancenswy. com.au

Door Prize Sponsors

Haylo People

Holman Webb

Insurance Investment Solutions
Insurebuild

Kennedys

Lander & Rogers

Mainfix

Mclnnes Wilson Lawyers
Moray & Agnew
Reconstruct

Riverwall

SHBRF Group Pty Ltd
Thompson Coopre Lawyers
Unique Building Partners

We are also proud to have given back to the community by donating floral arrangements to St Vincent’s
Palliative Care at Darlinghurst and the Wellness Centre at the Mater Hospital, along with our Christmas

balloon arrangements and gingerbread houses to the Children’s Hospital at Randwick and of course the
Share the Dignity “It’s in the bag” drive. A small gesture we know, but one we hope leaves a meaningful

impact.

I'would also like to recognize the 2024/2025 Committee members, who generously dedicate a significant
amount of their time to the Association. My heartfelt thanks go to the following women, whose
enthusiasm and commitment are key to the Association’s ongoing success.

® Laura Maker | Vice President — Thompson Cooper Lawyers

e Diana Germanoski | Treasurer — Hall & Wilcox
e Candice Ingleton | Secretary — Gilchrist Connell

Donna Brown | RSVP & Member Liaison — Allianz
Meg Harrington | Committee Member — Wotton Kearney
Danielle Marshall | Committee Member — Haylo People
Elle Mariconte | Committee Member — Carter Newell

And finally, a note of gratitude to my employer, Aon Reinsurance Solutions, who continue to support me in
my role as President and encourages my contribution to this wonderful Association.

The Committee looks forward to welcoming everyone for another fantastic year ahead

Thank you

Marise Maechler
President
August 2025




