
 

 

 
 

President’s Report 
 
I am pleased to report that the 2015/2016 year has once again been a successful one for 
The Association for Women in Insurance.  This success is reflected by the sustained 
increase in attendance at The Association’s networking functions, which demonstrates 
the strong support we continue to receive from the industry via our members and their 
guests. 
 
The Association’s events continue to offer professional women in the insurance and 
financial services industry with opportunities to renew, strengthen and develop contacts 
within the industry. 
 
We appreciate the ongoing support of our Corporate and Individual Members. The 
Association is proud to have the patronage of close to 40 Corporate Members.  Our loyal 
and valued members are vital to our success and we look forward to continuing the 
relationships we have with each and every one of you in the upcoming year and beyond. 
 
The Association hosted six networking events throughout the 2015/2016 year, starting off 
with our Melbourne Cup Luncheon on 3 November 2015, which was generously 
sponsored by Wotton + Kearney.  Our guests watched the race with baited breath and 
celebrated the historic victory of the first female jockey to win a Melbourne Cup.    
 
On 9 December 2015 The Association hosted our annual Christmas Breakfast. The event 
continues to be our most popular event of the year with over 550 guests in attendance. 
The energetic Hot Potato Band entertained guests and Santa made a special appearance 
to draw the lucky door prizes.  The event was kindly sponsored by Cunningham Lindsey 
and we value their ongoing support. 
 
At our Summer Luncheon on 24 February 2016, The Footy Show’s first female panellist, 
Erin Molan, captivated our guests while sharing her insightful experiences of public life 
and how she overcame barriers in the male-dominated world of sports journalism.  The 
event was generously sponsored by Clyde & Co.  
 
On 28 April 2016 The Association welcomed one of Australia’s most popular political 
journalist and commentators, Annabel Crabb, as its guest speaker.  Annabel spoke to a 
sold out audience of over 500 of The Association’s members and guests, who listened to 
Annabel’s candid stories from her work in the political arena, delivered in her witty, 
thoughtful and engaging style.  This event was sponsored by Advanced Buildings whose 
ongoing support is greatly appreciated. 



 

 

 
On 23 June 2016 the annual ‘Art and Cocktail Evening’ was held at The Pavilion on the 
Domain where international graffiti and mural artist, Shannon Crees, displayed her bold 
and vibrant work.  Guests were left salivating by the Espresso Martinis and dumpling 
station.  A fun night of networking was enjoyed by everyone who attended the sold out 
event which was generously sponsored by Mills Oakley.  
 
Today the 2016 Association holds our last function for its financial year.  We thank our 
members and guests for joining us.  We are grateful for the sponsorship of Sun-
Greenaway Builders.  
 
We are delighted to present as our key note speaker for today's event Heather Swan, dual 
world record holding wingsuit pilot and mountaineer, award winning writer and 
adventure photographer.  We have over 400 guests in attendance.  At the conclusion of 
the lunch and formalities of the Annual General Meeting, we invite our guests to join us 
for networking drinks in the Manhattan Room. 
 
The success of our events is also due to the amazing support we receive from our 
sponsors.  We would like to extend our sincere thanks to the following organisations for 
their contribution over the past year: 
 
o Sun-Greenaway Builders  
o Wotton + Kearney 
o Excel Group 
o Cunningham Lindsey 
o Clyde & Co 
o Advanced Buildings Pty Ltd 
o Mills Oakley 
o Hall & Wilcox Lawyers 
o Chubb 
o Procare Group 
o Allied World Assurance Company 
o G Hughes & Associates 
o Calibre 
o Curwoods Lawyers 
o Lander & Rogers 
o Collin Biggers & Paisley 
o Thompson Cooper Lawyers 
o Sparke Helmore Lawyers 
o Bay Building 
o Technical Assessing 
o Johns Lyng Group 
o Barry.Nilsson. 
o Gilchrist Connell  
o William Roberts Lawyers 
o Paynter Dixon 
o McCabes Lawyers 
o Balance Water 
o Corn Thins 
o Partner Foods 



 

 

o Bauer Media Group 
o Morlife 
o Tixana 
o Chic Nuts 
o Exit Soap 
o Sippah 
o Ums Cookies 
o Quest 
o Hunter & Alexandra 
o Women’s Weekly 
o Pressed Juices 
o Flow Athletic 
o Aust Super Foods 
o Scenic Cycle 
o Goodlife Health Clubs 
o L’or Espresso 
o Freedom Foods 
o Cobs Popcorn 
o Savi Organics 
o Neek Skincare 
o Scentsy Candles 
o Lady Shake 
o Smart Snacks 
o Pebblebee 
o Haigh’s 
o Fernwood 
o MasterFoods 
o Entertainment One 
o Greens 
o Power Super Foods 
o Centrum 
o Australian Geographic 
 
I would like to extend my gratitude to the dedicated Committee members.  These women 
donate an immense amount of time and energy to ensure The Association and its high 
quality events run as seamlessly as they do.  My heartfelt thanks to the wonderful 
Committee members:  
 
o Rhiannon Eagles: Vice President - Clyde & Co 
o Rachel Middleton: Treasurer - Chubb 
o Coralie Young: Secretary - Procare Group 
o Sam McNally: RSVP and Membership Liaison - Wotton + Kearney 
o Carly Robinson: Committee Member - Allied World Assurance Company 
 
I would also like to extend my sincere gratitude to The Association’s former President, 
Alana Shepherd from Calibre, whose tenure concluded after the 2016 Summer Luncheon. 
 
On a personal note, I would like to thank my employer, Hall & Wilcox Lawyers, for the 
valuable support they provide me. 
 



 

 

We look forward to another successful year as we head into The Association's 30th year. 
We again thank our new and long-standing members for their ongoing support in what 
we, your Committee, consider to be a vital organisation which provides networking, 
education and development opportunities for professionals in our industry. 
 
We look forward to having you join us for our remaining events for 2016 and as we move 
into 2017. 
 
 
Ahranee Vijayaseelan 
President 
25 August 2016 

 


