
 

 

 
 

President’s Report 
 
I am pleased to report that the 2016/2017 year has once again been a successful one for 
the Association for Women in Insurance.  This success is reflected by the sustained 
increase in attendance at the Association’s networking functions, which demonstrates the 
strong support we continue to receive from the industry via our members and their 
guests. 
 
The Association’s events continue to offer professional women in the insurance and 
financial services industry with opportunities to renew, strengthen and develop contacts 
within the industry. 
 
We appreciate the ongoing support of our Corporate and Individual Members. The 
Association is proud to have the patronage of 39 Corporate Members.  Our loyal and 
valued members are vital to our success and we look forward to continuing the 
relationships we have with each and every one of you in the upcoming year and beyond. 
 
The Association hosted six networking events throughout the 2016/2017 year, starting off 
with our Spring Luncheon on 13 October 2016, which was generously sponsored by 
Steadfast.  Mia Freedman, co-founder and creative director of Mamamia, the largest 
women’s media company in Australia, provided a rare and humorous insight into what 
goes on behind the scenes of social media, fashion shoots and mainstream media.   
 
On 9 December 2016 the Association hosted our annual Christmas Breakfast. The event 
continues to be our most popular event of the year with over 550 guests in attendance. 
Comedian Tommy Little had our guests crying with laughter and the vibrant all female 
musical group ‘The String Sirens’ entertained our guests.  The event was kindly sponsored 
by Cunningham Lindsey and we value their ongoing support. 
 
At our Summer Luncheon on 23 February 2017, we were very fortunate to have Deng 
Thiak Adut as our guest speaker.  Deng shared his powerful and insightful story of a 
former Sudanese child soldier turned Western Sydney lawyer and refugee advocate.  The 
event was generously sponsored by Clyde & Co.  
 
On 4 May 2017 the Association welcomed advertising creative director and media 
commentator Dee Madigan as its guest speaker.  Dee shared candid stories from both her 
personal life and political campaigning work, delivered in a witty, hilarious and engaging 
style.  This event was sponsored by Advanced Buildings whose ongoing support is greatly 
appreciated. 



 

 

 
On 22 June 2017 the annual ‘Cocktail Evening’ was held at The Pavilion on the Domain.  
Guests were left salivating by the Espresso Martinis, and a fun night of networking was 
enjoyed by everyone who attended the sold out event which was generously sponsored 
by Colin Biggers & Paisley Lawyers.  
 
Today the 2017 Association holds our last function for its financial year.   We thank our 
members and guests for joining us.  We are grateful for the sponsorship of Hall & Wilcox 
Lawyers.   
 
We are thrilled to present as our key note speaker for today's event Leigh Sales, an award 
winning author and journalist at the Australian Broadcasting Corporation.  We have over 
470 guests in attendance.   
 
The success of our events is also due to the amazing support we receive from our 
sponsors.  We would like to extend our sincere thanks to the following organisations for 
their contribution over the past year: 
 

o Hall & Wilcox Lawyers 
o Steadfast 
o Cunningham Lindsey 
o Clyde & Co 
o Advanced Buildings  
o Colin Biggers & Paisley  
o Chubb 
o Procare Group 
o Wotton & Kearney  
o Allied World Assurance Company 
o Lander & Rogers 
o Xchanging  
o G Hughes & Associates 
o Arena Underwriting 
o Curwoods Lawyers 
o Thompson Cooper Lawyers 
o Sparke Helmore Lawyers 
o Barry.Nilsson. 
o DLA Piper  
o Gilchrist Connell  
o William Roberts Lawyers 
o McInnes Wilson Lawyers 
o Experts Direct   
o Paynter Dixon 
o McCabes Lawyers 
o Balance Water 
o Corn Thins 
o Partner Foods 
o Bauer Media Group 
o Morlife 
o Tixana 
o Chic Nuts 



 

 

o Hunter & Alexandria 
o Freedom Foods 
o Cobs Popcorn 
o Bioliving 
o Savi Organics 
o The Lady Bar 
o Greens 
o Centrum 
o Edible Blooms 
o Carmans 
o The Healthy Baker  
o Coca Cola Amatil  
 
I would like to extend my gratitude to the dedicated Committee members.  These women 
donate an immense amount of time and energy to ensure the Association and its high 
quality events run as seamlessly as they do.  My heartfelt thanks to the wonderful 
Committee members:  
 
o Rhiannon Eagles: Vice President ‐ Clyde & Co 

o Rachel Middleton: Treasurer ‐ Chubb 
o Coralie Young: Secretary ‐ Procare Group 
o Sam McNally: RSVP and Membership Liaison ‐ Wotton + Kearney 
o Carly Robinson: Committee Member ‐ Allied World Assurance Company 
o Amanda Seguna: Committee Member - Lander & Rogers 
o Debra Flynn: Committee Member - Xchanging  
 
On a personal note, I would like to thank my employer, Hall & Wilcox Lawyers, for the 
valuable support they provide me. 
 
We look forward to another successful year as we head into the Association's 31st year. 
We again thank our new and long‐standing members for their ongoing support in what 
we, your Committee, consider to be a vital organisation which provides networking, 
education and development opportunities for professionals in our industry. 
 
We look forward to having you join us for our remaining events for 2017 and as we move 
into 2018. 
 

 
Ahranee Vijayaseelan 
President 
23 August 2017  

 


