
 

 
 
 
President’s Report 
 
 
The 2022 / 2023 year has been phenomenal for the Association with an incredible six sold-out events 
demonstrating the ongoing importance of the Association in the insurance and financial services 
industry.   
 
Our membership program remains strong with 35 corporate members and 33 individual members for 
the 2022 / 2023 year period.  The Association is grateful to our members for their continued support 
and commitment to the Association.  The bounce back after a couple of uncertain years has been 
particularly heartening. 
 
Our Spring Luncheon, sponsored by Steadfast, was held Friday 14 October 2022 at the Sofitel Sydney, 
selling out in less than a week.  Keynote speaker the Hon. Julie Bishop had everyone enthralled 
sharing her experiences from moving from Managing Partner into politics and all that came with it.  
Ms Bishop’s keynote was followed by a fireside chat led by the Association’s Vice President, Vanessa 
Porter.  This was certainly a highlight on the Association’s event calendar. 
 
Our Christmas breakfast held on Friday 3 December 2022 at the Sheraton Hotel and generously 
sponsored by Sedgwick evolved into a rather interesting event.  The Jack Purdon Quartet joined us 
again with plenty of Christmassy tunes and we had a magician who did his own disappearing trick, 
which in turn gave our members and guests that much more time for networking. 
 
We introduced a new event to the calendar on Thursday 23 February 2023 at Hacienda, and so a new 
sponsor came on board, Ezy Projects.  This was a Ladies Only Cocktail evening, themed “Hollywood 
Glamour” with prizes for best dressed.  Another sold-out event and a great addition to the 
Association’s event calendar.  To entertain everyone, we engaged a tarot card reader, DJ and had a 
360 video booth with the beautiful Sydney Harbour as the backdrop.   
 
Our Autumn Luncheon, sponsored by Advanced Buildings, was held Thursday 6 April 2023 at 
Dockside Cockle Bay, a favourite spot for this luncheon, with the balcony overlooking Darling Habour 
for networking drinks.  Our keynote speaker Dr Richard ‘Harry’ Harris OAM moved us with his 
absorbing story on the role he played in the Tham Luang Cave Rescue.  A situation that could have 
gone horribly wrong and luckily turned out incredibly well. 
 
1 June 2023 was the Association’s annual ‘Cocktail Evening’ held at The Fullerton Sydney, for the 
second year running and sponsored by Paynter Dixon.  The Jack Purdon band was again a hit with the 
crowd and I’m sure some of the cocktails on arrival assisted with the moves on the dancefloor, later 
in the evening.  Again, we had the 360 video booth so guests could keep their memories of the 
evening.  
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Today we are hosting our 37th Annual General Meeting, sponsored by ASTA Group.  We thank our 
members and guests for joining us at this important event and trust you will enjoy hearing from the 
Association’s first panel discussion with moderator Magistrate Rebecca Hosking and panellists Dave 
Bazen – ASTA Group, Kimberly O’Reilly – QBE, Allison Morton – Insignia Financial and Ahranee 
Vijaseelan – Hall & Wilcox on “Women in Insurance – Diversity, Inclusion and Flexibility in the 
Workplace”. 
 
We thank our amazing sponsors for their individual contributions to our events and to the 
Association.  Without their generous support, we wouldn’t be able to host the Association’s premier 
networking events.  These sponsors include: 
 

Platinum Sponsors Door Prize Sponsors Door Prize Sponsors 
Advanced Buildings Abril Builders McInnes Wilson Lawyers 
ASTA Group Bartier Perry One Rehab 
Paynter Dixon Bay Building Group Paynter Dixon 
Sedgewick Clarity Workplace Solutions Procare 
Steadfast Ezy Projects Rankin Ellison 
 G Hughes & Associates Sparke Helmore 
Committee Sponsors Hall & Wilcox Sydney Builders Group 
Aon Holman Webb Thompson Cooper 
DUAL Australia Johns Lyng Group Urban Building Solutions 
Hall & Wilcox Kase Building  William Roberts 
QBE   
Wotton + Kearney   
Thompson Cooper Lawyers   

 
I would also like to acknowledge the 2022 /2023 current and former Committee members, who have 
and continue to donate a significant amount of time to the Association.  My sincere thanks go to the 
following women, whose energy and contribution are instrumental to the success of the Association 
and our events:  
 
Current 
o Vanessa Porter | Vice President – Hall & Wilcox 
o Laura Maker | Treasurer – Thompson Cooper Lawyers 
o Naime Nuka | Secretary – QBE  
o Candice Ingleton | RSVP & Member Liaison – Colin Biggers Paisley 
 
Former 
o Sam McNally | Secretary – Wotton + Kearney 
o Stephanie Becker | Social Media – DUAL Australia 
 
And finally, a note of gratitude to my employer, Aon, who continues to support me in my role as 
President and encourages my contribution to this wonderful Association.  
 
The Committee look forward to another great year ahead. 
 
Thank you 
 
 
 
Marise Maechler 
President 
August 2023 
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