
 

 
 

President’s Report 
 
The 2021 / 2022 year has been a somewhat mixed year for the Association, its members and 
guests due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.  We thank our sponsors for their patience and 
understanding around the cancellation of events and as a committee, send our wishes to all our 
sponsors, members and associates who have been impacted during this time. 
 
Our corporate membership program remains strong with 33 corporate members and 21 
individual members for the 2021 / 2022 year.  The Association is grateful to our members for their 
continued support especially through ongoing uncertain times. 
 
During the second half of 2021, unfortunately due to COVID-19 restrictions, the Association was 
unable to host our in-person AGM.  This was the first event for the Association to be held virtually 
and was a joint 2020 / 2021 Annual General Meeting, in compliance with the Association’s 
requirements.  Our Spring Luncheon also had to be cancelled unfortunately.  We thank those 
event sponsors – ASTA Group and Steadfast for their understanding and confirmation to sponsor 
in the 2022 / 2023 year ahead.   
 
With COVID-19 restrictions giving Greater Sydney & NSW a reprieve towards the end of 2021, we 
were able to host our Christmas breakfast on Friday 3 December at Ivy Ballroom, generously 
sponsored by Sedgwick.  The event was a huge success with attendees happy for the Christmas 
festivities to kick off early December, and a great way for the Association to round out the 
calendar year.  The Jack Purdon Quartet joined us again for plenty of Christmassy tunes and we 
were then mesmerised and hypnotised by Greg Hudson.  We thank the audience members who 
became the stars of the show and entertained us in somewhat precarious ways. 
 
Our Autumn Luncheon, sponsored by Advanced Buildings, was held on 7 April 2022 at Dockside 
Cockle Bay. This was another sold-out event for one of the industry’s first networking events of 
the calendar year.  Even the atrocious weather didn’t deter attendees.  Our keynote speaker 
Christine Anu moved us with her engaging story or her origins and childhood and left us wowed 
with a beautiful rendition of My Island Home.  
 
On 9 June 2022, the annual ‘Cocktail Evening’ was held at The Fullerton Sydney, a new venue for 
this function which proved to be very popular and sponsored by Paynter Dixon.  The Jack Purdon 
band was a hit with the masses and I’m sure some of the cocktails on arrival assisted with the 
moves on the dancefloor, later in the evening.  There was also a photo booth, so memories of the 
evening could be kept. 
 
We are most grateful our Annual AGM can take place this year after a two-year imposed break, 
and we thank ASTA Group for their continued commitment to the Association.   
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We would like to sincerely thank our amazing sponsors for their individual contributions to our 
events and to the Association.  Without their generous support, we wouldn’t be able to host our 
premier networking events.  These sponsors include: 
 

Event Sponsors Door Prize Sponsors Committee Sponsors 
Advanced Buildings Abril Builders Aon 
ASTA Group Aon DUAL Australia 
Paynter Dixon Barry Nilsson Johns Lyng Group 
Sedgewick Bartier Perry Hall & Wilcox 
Steadfast Bay Building QBE 
 Berkley Insurance Wotton + Kearney 
 Claire Ohannessian from Sedgwick Thompson Cooper Lawyers 
 Colin Biggers Paisley  
 G. Hughes & Associates  
 Hall & Wilcox  
 Johns Lyng Group  
 Let’s Pawty  
 Linh Nguyen from Sedgwick  
 McInnes Wilson  
 Munich Re  
 NM Insurance  
 Procare Group  

 QBE  
 Sparke Helmore  
 Surefact  

 Thompson Cooper Lawyers  

 William Roberts  
 
I would also like to acknowledge the 2021/2022 Committee members, who continue to donate a 
significant amount of time to the Association.  My sincere thanks go to the following women, 
whose energy and contribution are instrumental to the success of the Association and our events:  
 
o Jenna Miller: Vice President – Thompson Cooper Lawyers 
o Vanessa Porter:  Treasurer – Hall & Wilcox 
o Sam McNally:  Secretary – Wotton + Kearney 
o Naime Nuka:  RSVP and Membership Liaison – QBE 
o Stephanie Becker:  Social Media – DUAL Australia 
o Deb Janjis:  Committee Member – Johns Lyng Group 
 
And finally a note my gratitude for my employer, Aon, who continues to support me in my role as 
President and encourages my contribution to this wonderful Association.  
 
The Committee look forward to another great year ahead. 
 
Thank you 
 
 
 
Marise Maechler 
President 
August 2022 
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