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President’s Report - FINAL

The 2019/2020 year started with some spectacular events, but like many businesses and
Associations, was brought to a grinding halt due to the COVID-19 pandemic in early 2020.
At the time of preparing this Interim President’s Report, on behalf of the Committee, |
send our wishes to all companies and individuals experiencing difficulty and hardship
because of COVID-19 and hope for continued positive news towards Australia’s future
and recovery from the pandemic. We thank our sponsors for working with us during
those unpredictable decision-making times and share their disappointment at having to
cancel all our events in 2020. Thanks also to our corporate and individual members for
your patience with our communication, and your support and encouragement as we work
towards a better 2021. | would also like to mention here our wonderful regular suppliers
whose businesses and livelihoods have been detrimentally impacted by COVID-19,
including our venues and all their fantastic event staff, our amazing photographer Jason
Kirk, florists, AV providers and the many others involved in our events. We look forward
to working with you again in 2021!

Our corporate membership program in 2020 was clearly impacted due to COVID-19 and a
formal decision has been made by the Committee for all paid-up corporate and individual
memberships to be automatically transferred to 2021. At this time, we are anticipating
being able to host all events in 2021 and trust our events will be a welcomed opportunity
to reconnect with industry colleagues and enjoy a function in person.

In 2019, the Association was able to host two events, starting with our Spring Luncheon
on 17 October 2019, which was generously sponsored by Steadfast. Attendees heard the
amazing true story of Saroo Brierley, who was accidentally separated from his biological
mother in India, and adopted by an Australian couple and, 25 years later, reunited with
his biological mother after finding his hometown via Google Earth. His presentation,
including original videos and pictures, made for a truly inspirational afternoon. This event
was followed by networking drinks on the balcony of Dockside Cockle Bay in the sun.

On 8 December 2019 the Association hosted our annual Christmas Breakfast. Heralded as
one of the “best functions yet”, in the Ivy Ballroom, a select group of attendees were put
under the spell of renowned hypnotist, Greg Hudson. There were tears, laughter, dancing,
lots of sleeping, and the strange use of Maxwell Smart’s shoe phone. All in the name of a
bit of fun, our hypnotised guests entertained a sell-out crowd during breakfast as of
course instructed. Again, the amazing Jack Purdon Band kicked off the festivities with light
background music and some Christmas carols. Most importantly however, the Committee
took the opportunity to support the ‘Share the Dignity’ charity; kindly asking guests to



bring women’s hygiene and personal care products to donate to those in need.
Overwhelmed by the response of our members and guests, the Committee packaged up
and delivered approximately eight large storage sized boxes of donated items to this
amazing cause. A huge thank you to our guests for their contribution on the morning, and
to Sedgwicks who again sponsored a wonderful Christmas event.

Our Autumn Luncheon, sponsored by Advanced Buildings, our June Cocktail party
sponsored by Paynter Dixon and our 2020 AGM, sponsored by ASTA Group were all
unfortunately cancelled due to COVID. The Committee has made the decision to host a
joint 2020/2021 AGM in August 2021, at which time this Report and an updated
President’s Report will be tabled.

We would like to sincerely thank our amazing event, company and door prize sponsors
throughout the year for their individual contributions to our events and to the
Association. Without their generous assistance, we wouldn’t be able to host such
wonderful events. These sponsors include:

e The Procare Group

e Aon

e Hall & Wilcox Lawyers
e Wotton & Kearney

e Thompson Cooper Lawyers
e DXC Technology

e Sedgwick

e Advanced Buildings

e Paynter Dixon

e ASTA Group

e Steadfast

o Abril

e Berkley

e (CBP Lawyers

e G Hughes and Associates
e Honan RiskSmart

e Johns Lyng Group

e Moclnnes Wilson

e Moray and Agnew

e Sparke Helmore

e William Roberts

| would like to acknowledge the 2019/2020 Committee members, who continue to
donate a significant amount of time, energy and effort to the Association. My sincere
thanks go to the following ladies whose contribution is invaluable to the success of our
Association and events:

Marise Maechler: Vice President — Aon

Vanessa Porter: Treasurer — Hall & Wilcox

Sam McNally: Secretary — Wotton & Kearney

Jenna Rich: RSVP and Membership Liaison - Thompson Cooper Lawyers
Debra Flynn: Committee Member — DXC Technology
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o Stephanie Becker: Committee Member - Sedgwick

| would also like to thank my employer, The Procare Group, for their continued support of
my role as President and all the activities this entails.

We truly look forward to seeing our members and guests in 2021!
Update — August 2021
Due to COVID-19 lockdown restrictions in Sydney, the 2020/2021 AGM will be held online

on 12 August 2021. The 2019-2020 Interim Presidents Report has now been finalised and
will be presented at the joint 2020/2021 AGM on this date.
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Coralie Young
President
August 2021



