
 

 

 
 
President’s Report 
 
The financial year 2018/2019 was again another successful year for the Association for 
Women in Insurance. Our events were well attended, and we remain very appreciative of 
the ongoing commitment of our members, both corporate and individuals, who support 
and contribute to our networking events in many ways. Our initiatives during the last year 
included hosting events at new venues and continuing to expand our social media 
presence and online communication with members and guests.  
 
Our corporate membership program was expanded to 41 corporate members, and 29 
individual members joining the Association during the year. We again thank all our 
members for their support during the 2018/2019 year. We trust our events continue to 
offer an opportunity for insurance & financial services personnel to network, strengthen 
relationships and develop new contacts within the industry. In addition to providing 
networking platforms for all, our aim is to support the personal development of 
professional women, and the Association’s Committee offers a chance for professionals 
to contribute to the coordination of our networking events. 
 
The Association again hosted six events throughout the 2018/2019 year, starting with our 
Spring Luncheon on 18 October 2018, which was generously sponsored by Steadfast. In a 
first for the Association, we had two incredible speakers, Justin Jones & James Castrission 
(affectionally known as Jonesy & Cas) present on their epic journey to become two out of 
three people to have ever skied from the coast of Antarctica to the South Pole and back 
unaided. The videography & photography of their feat was amazing and they sold out all 
the books & videos they bought with them for the audience.  
 
On 7 December 2018 the Association hosted our annual Christmas Breakfast. The event 
was another huge success with approximately 500 attendees at The Hilton Hotel. The Jack 
Purdon Quartet kicked off the festivities with light background music and some Christmas 
carols during breakfast, and the audience was entertained by world-renown magician and 
illusionist, Raymond Crowe. We thank those dragged up from the audience for their 
participation in the show, which finished with Raymond’s amazing hand puppetry to Louis 
Armstong’s, What a Wonderful World. The event was again kindly sponsored by Sedgwick 
and we value their ongoing support. 
 
Our Summer Luncheon was sponsored by returning sponsor, DXC Technology on 
28 February 2019. We selected a new venue at Doltone House Darling Island Wharf and 
were blessed with a gorgeous sunny day to enjoy the harbour views and outdoor lounges 
during networking drinks. Our audience was mesmerised by the personal story of Anna 



 

 

Meares, the only athlete in Australia Olympic History from any sport to win individual 
medals at four consecutive Olympic Games. Her story was truly inspirational and we look 
forward to seeing her succeed in other areas of her life now she has retired after 22 years 
of cycling. Thank you again DXC.  
 
On 2 May 2019 we embarked on another ‘first’ for the Association, with Ciaran Gribbin as 
our key note speaker/singer. Ciaran is a Grammy nominated songwriter and performer, 
and former lead singer of INXS, who told his story and entertained us through the 
afternoon with some old-time favourite songs. The weather was again superb for the 
Autumn Luncheon, and we whole-heartedly thank returning sponsor Advanced Buildings 
for their ongoing support of this particular event at Dockside Cockle Bay.  
 
On 20 June 2019 the annual ‘Cocktail Evening’ was held at The Establishment Ballroom. 
Whilst hosted at a new and exciting venue, we ensured the return of guest favourite 
cocktails, Espresso Martinis and Negronis on arrival, as well as our performers from 
Christmas, the Jack Purdon Quartet. We thank Paynter Dixon for their 2nd year of 
sponsorship of this event, which was filled with excellent finger food, an amazing 
charcuterie and cheese station, industry networking and a little dancing to top off the 
night.  
 
Today we host our 33rd Annual General Meeting, hosted again by ASTA Group. We thank 
our members and guests for joining us at this important event and trust you will enjoy 
hearing from our keynote speaker, Ronni Kahn AO, CEO & Founder of OzHarvest.  
 
We would like to sincerely thank our amazing event, company and door prize sponsors 
throughout the year for their individual contributions to our events and to the 
Association. Without their generous assistance, we wouldn’t be in a position to host such 
wonderful events. These sponsors include: 
 

• The Procare Group  

• Hall & Wilcox Lawyers 

• AonChubb 

• Wotton & Kearney  

• Lander & Rogers 

• DXC Technology 

• QBE 

• Thompson Cooper 

• RiskSmart 

• Steadfast 

• Sedgwick 

• Advanced Buildings  

• Paynter Dixon 

• ASTA Group 

• Johns Lyng Group 

• Kennedys  

• Moray and Agnew  

• McInnes Wilson 

• William Roberts  

• McCabe Curwood 



 

 

• G Hughes and Associates  

• Sparke Helmore  

• Excel Group 

• Clyde & Co 

• MunichRe 

• Riverwall Constructions 
 
I would also like to thank our trusty photographer, Jason Kirk of Jason Kirk Photography 
for prioritising our events and taking amazing happy snaps for all to enjoy.  
 
During the 2018/2019 year, the Committee farewelled a few Committee members and 
we express our sincere thanks to these wonderful women for their contributions, 
especially Rachel who served on the Committee for over five years: 
 
o Amanda Seguna: Outgoing Vice President – Lander & Rogers 
o Bridget Wall: Outgoing Treasurer – Hall & Wilcox Lawyers 
o Rachel Meyer: Outgoing Committee Member – Chubb Insurance 
o Naomi-Claire Rout: Outgoing Committee Member – QBE Insurance  
 
I would like to acknowledge the current Committee members, who donate a significant 
amount of time, energy and effort to the Association. My sincere thanks go to the 
following ladies whose contribution is invaluable to the success of our events:  
 
o Marise Maechler: Vice President –  Aon 
o Vanessa Porter: Treasurer – Hall & Wilcox 
o Sam McNally: Secretary – Wotton & Kearney 
o Jenna Rich: RSVP and Membership Liaison ‐ Thompson Cooper Lawyers 
o Debra Flynn: Committee Member – DXC Technology 
o Stephanie Becker: Committee Member - RiskSmart 
 
I would again like to thank my employer, The Procare Group, for your continued support 
of my role as President and all the activities this entails.  
 
We again thank our new and long‐standing members for their ongoing support and 
attendance at our events. We look forward to having you join us for our remaining events 
in 2019 and as we move into 2020. 
 

 
 
Coralie Young 
President 
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