
 

 

 
 
President’s Report 
 
The financial year 2017/2018 was again another fantastic year for the Association for 
Women in Insurance. It involved a number of successful sell out events, which 
demonstrates the ongoing importance of such an Association in the insurance & financial 
services industry. We are very appreciative of the ongoing commitment of our members, 
both corporate and individuals, who support and contribute to our networking events in 
many ways. One of the highlights of the year involved the launch of our new-look 
website.  
 
Our corporate membership program reached capacity with 40 corporate members, and 
we are thrilled to have 26 individual members joining the Association during the year. We 
again thank all our members for their support this year. We trust our events offer an 
opportunity for insurance personnel to network, strengthen relationships and develop 
new contacts within the industry. We also support the personal development of 
professional women, and the Association’s Committee offers a chance for professionals 
to contribute to the coordination of these fantastic events. 
 
The Association again hosted six networking events throughout the 2017/2018 year, 
starting with our Spring Luncheon on 12 October 2017, which was generously sponsored 
by Steadfast. Mick Colliss, Australia’s first sudoku champion, kept the audience enthralled 
by his story of working towards achieving sporting success for Australia with his mates. 
Many purchased his book, ‘Full Contact Sudoku’, at the event.  
 
On 1 December 2017 the Association hosted our annual Christmas Breakfast. The event 
continues to be our most popular event of the year with nearly 600 guests in attendance. 
Actress, comedian & writer, Celeste Barber entertained the audience with her humorous 
story of success including a visual presentation. Guests entered the Hilton Hotel ballroom 
to the dulcet tones of the Sydney Jazz Trio, who strummed well known tunes and some 
Christmas carols during breakfast. The event was kindly sponsored again by Cunningham 
Lindsey and we value their ongoing support. 
 
Our Summer Luncheon was sponsored by a new sponsor, DXC Technology on 22 February 
2018. Well known television presenter, author and journalist Tracey Spicer demonstrated 
her passion for social justice and equality for women in the film/media industry and at 
work generally, finishing with a book signing for her new book, ‘The Good Girl Stripped 
Bare’.  
 



 

 

On 3 May 2018 we were blessed with spectacular weather for the Autumn Luncheon, 
kindly sponsored as usual by Advanced Buildings who revealed their new company 
branding at the event. We welcomed Amna Karra-Hassan to share her story of courage 
and conviction, resulting in the creation of the first ever AFL Womens team in Western 
Sydney. The event was followed by networking drinks on the balcony of the Dockside 
venue.  
 
On 28 June 2018 the annual ‘Cocktail Evening’ was held at The Pavilion on the Domain.  
Back by popular demand, guests enjoyed Espresso Martinis and Negronis on arrival, 
followed by delectable finger food and a huge paella station during the night. We also 
welcomed another new sponsor for this event, and we thank Paynter Dixon for their 
generous sponsorship of the Cocktail Evening.  
 
Today we are hosting our 32nd Annual General Meeting, hosted by ASTA Group. We thank 
our members and guests for joining us at this important event, and trust you will enjoy 
hearing from our keynote speaker, Jessica Rowe.  
 
We would like to sincerely thank our amazing event, company & door prize sponsors 
throughout the year for their individual contributions to our events and to the 
Association. Without their generous assistance, we wouldn’t be in a position to host such 
wonderful events. These sponsors include: 
 

• The Procare Group  

• Hall & Wilcox Lawyers 

• Chubb 

• Wotton & Kearney  

• Allied World Assurance Company 

• Lander & Rogers 

• DXC Technology 

• AON 

• QBE 

• Clyde & Co 

• Steadfast 

• Cunningham Lindsey 

• Advanced Buildings  

• Paynter Dixon 

• ASTA Group 

• Johns Lyng Group 

• Kennedys  

• Moray and Agnew  

• McInnes Wilson 

• Thompson Cooper 

• William Roberts  

• McCabe Curwoods  

• G Hughes and Associates  

• Arena Underwriting 

• Bartier Perry  

• Sparke Helmore  

• Barry Nilsson  



 

 

 
During the 2017/2018 year, the Committee farewelled a few Committee members who 
completed their tenure with the Association. We especially thank Ahranee Vijayaseelan 
who completed her tenure as President after the Summer Luncheon in February 2018 for 
her extensive involvement & commitment to the Association over many years. We 
express our sincere thanks to our outgoing Committee members including: 
 
o Ahranee Vijayaseelan: Outgoing President – Hall & Wilcox 
o Rhiannon Eagles: Outgoing Vice President ‐ Clyde & Co 
o Carly Robinson: Outgoing Committee Member - Allied World Assurance Company 
 
I would like to acknowledge the current Committee members, who donate a significant 
amount of time, energy and effort to the Association. My sincere thanks goes to the 
following ladies whose contribution is invaluable to the success of our events:  
 
o Amanda Seguna: Vice President - Lander & Rogers 
o Bridget Wall: Treasurer – Hall & Wilcox 
o Sam McNally: Secretary – Wotton & Kearney 
o Marise Maechler: RSVP and Membership Liaison ‐ AON 
o Rachel Meyer: Committee Member - Chubb 
o Debra Flynn: Committee Member – DXC Technology 
o Naomi-Claire Rout: Committee Member - QBE 
 
I would like to thank my employer, The Procare Group, for affording me the opportunity 
and time to dedicate to the role of President. I also take this opportunity to personally 
acknowledge my industry colleagues and friends who encourage, give advice and support 
me in this endeavour.  
 
We again thank our new and long‐standing members for their ongoing support and 
attendance at our events. We look forward to having you join us for our remaining events 
in 2018 and as we move into 2019. 
 

 
 
Coralie Young 
President 
20 August 2018 
 


