
 
 
 
 

 
 

President’s Report 
 
 

The 2013/2014 year has demonstrated a high level of ongoing success for the Association for 
Women in Insurance. Our events continue to be a sell out on each and every occasion, verifying 
the support and acknowledgement that we receive from the industry. 
 
The networking forum provided via our events continues to flourish, with the immense 
popularity of our functions reinforcing that The Association has succeeded in its primary goal of 
providing women in insurance an opportunity to create, renew and strengthen relationships in 
the industry. 
 
Our Corporate Membership programme increased yet again, to well over 40 members. We 
sincerely appreciate their enthusiasm and patronage. 
 
We also acknowledge and thank our loyal individual members, who show their support by 
joining and renewing their membership every year. 
 
The Association hosted 5 networking events throughout the 2013/2014 year, kicking off with 
our most popular event, our Christmas Breakfast, on 5 December 2013. 
 
Approximately 550 guests were treated to dazzling a performance by the masters of quick 
change, Soul Mystique. Comedian Greg Sullivan entertained and at times stunned guests, 
during a fun filled morning generously sponsored by Cunningham Lindsey. 
 
On 13 February 2014 the Association welcomed Dr Timothy J Sharp (aka Dr Happy), as its guest 
speaker.  Dr Happy was educational, thought provoking and reflective. The event was 
sponsored by Allianz Australia and attended to by over 450 members and guests at Dockside. 
 
Our Autumn Luncheon on 10 April 2014 saw Pauline Nguyen enrapture guests with her 
inspirational and touching stories of family and her life journey. Pauline kept the entire room of 
over 480 captivated for her entire presentation.  The event was kindly sponsored by Advanced 
Buildings. 
 
The Establishment Ballroom on 19 June 2014 was bursting at the seams with networking guests 
at our Annual Art & Cocktail evening. Artist Lyn Butchart displayed several of her water colour 
pieces; with 2 lucky guests taking home one piece each as door prizes. The cheese and dessert 
station kept guests hovering and DJ Joseph Smith kept the tunes and atmosphere pumping. 
HBA Legal came on board as a 2014 event sponsor, with an honest and memorable address to 
our attendees on the night. This event always gives members a welcome opportunity to move 
around the room reconnecting with current contacts and establishing new relationships.  



Today the 2014 Committee holds our last function for The Association’s financial year. We 
thank our members and guests for joining us and especially thank Lee & Lyons Lawyers for their 
continued support as event sponsor for this event. We are pleased to present media 
personality and social commentator Melissa Hoyer as our key note speaker, with over 530 in 
the audience today. Guests will then be welcome to networking drinks in the Manhattan Room 
post the luncheon. 
 
The success of our events is also due to amazing support we receive from sponsors. 
Accordingly, we would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to the following organisations for 
their contribution: 
 
 

o Cunningham Lindsey 
o Allianz Australia 
o Advanced Buildings  
o HBA Legal 
o Lee & Lyons Lawyers 
o 9th Floor Windeyer Chambers 
o QBE 386 
o IUA  
o Proclaim 
o Sparke Helmore 
o Premium Funding 
o Swiss Reinsurance 
o Preshafoods Juices 
o Lander & Rogers 
o G Hughes & Associates 
o Bauer Media 
o Partner Foods Chic Nuts 
o McCabes Lawyers 
o Liberty International 
o Avene 
o Nivea 
o Mrs Mays Trio Bars 
o Think Foods Crunch packs 
o Piece of Cake 
o Balance water 
o Dream Design 
o Stoneman Creative  
o Reads Online 
o Romantika Florist 
o Red Lantern on Riley 
o Bounce Protein Balls 
o Smooze 
o The Nut Guys 
o Curwoods Lawyers 
o Johns Lyng Group 
o Thompson Cooper Lawyers 
o Porter Allen 
o Harvest Box 



o Dress for Success 
o LS Partners 
o Crawford & Company 
o Wotton + Kearney 
o Hall & Wilcox 
o Real Foods Corn Thins 
o Gilchrist Connell 
o Masterfoods 
o Lyn Butchart 
o Tasha Dixon (Stun Media) 
o Jason Kirk Photography 
o Pop-a-Lot Popcorn 
o Gillis Delaney Lawyers 
o YPOL 
o Women on Boards 
o Hello Fresh 
o Unisearch 
o Winter Hilditch & Fotheringham 

 
I would like to extend my gratitude to the dedicated Committee members; particularly over the 
last 18 months with 2 committee members (including myself) away on maternity leave for 
overlapping periods of time.  
 
These ladies donate an immense amount of time, energy and support to ensure the Association 
and its high quality events run as seamlessly as they do. They have my utmost admiration and 
most heartfelt thanks: 
 

o Anna Moule: Vice President – QBE 386 
o Alana Shepherd: Secretary – IUA 
o Sherrie Morton: Treasurer 
o Laika Hussein: Committee Member – Proclaim 
o Shuzaha Houghton: Committee member – Premium Funding 
o Hannah Rose: Committee Member – Sparke Helmore 
o Nikki Kitchen: Committee Member/RSVP Liaison – Swiss Reinsurance 

 
 
We look forward to another successful year in 2015 as we head into The Association's 28th year.  
We thank our new and long standing members for their ongoing support in what we, your 
Committee, consider to be a vital organisation by providing networking, education and 
development opportunities for women and men in the insurance industry. 
 
 
 
Emma Hoolahan 
President 
28 August 2014 


