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President’s Report 
 
I am pleased to report that 2010 has been an extremely successful year for the 
Association.  This success is reflected by the sustained increase in attendance at the 
Association’s networking functions.  
 
The corporate membership program has continued to flourish with a current total of 27 
corporate members.  We thank our corporate members for their support this year. 
 
The individual membership program has also received an influx and has increased by 
166% from 2008/2009.  We thank our individual members for their support. 
 
In 2009/2010 the Association held six functions with the prime goal of providing women 
in the insurance industry with an opportunity to renew, develop, strengthen and create 
contacts in the industry. 
 
The Christmas breakfast on 4 December 2009 was sponsored by Cunningham Lindsey. 
Tracy Bartram, comedian and presenter, was a very entertaining and interesting 
keynote speaker.  Members and guests also thoroughly enjoyed the entertainment 
provided by the Leading Men.  Over 350 members and guests attended the event. 
 
On 24 February 2010 the Association began the calendar year by trying something new.  
A panel of extraordinary women consisting of Dr Christine Bennett, Carla Zampatti and 
The Honourable Justice Julie Ward chaired by Rebecca Wilson was enthralling and 
very well received.  The event was generously sponsored by Vardanega Roberts 
Solicitors. 
 
On 29 April 2010, Tony Morgan of Cunningham Lindsey spoke of his career in 
insurance spanning 37 years.  The breadth of his experience was fascinating and his 
comments were very insightful.  Music was provided by the Maddi Hill Band and the 
event was generously sponsored by Advanced Buildings Pty Ltd. 
 
On 10 June 2010 a sold-out "Members Only Art & Cocktail Evening" was held at the 
offices of Curwoods Lawyers.  Works by Sydney fine art photographer, Louisa Seton, 
were displayed and one lucky member was fortunate to win an amazing piece of art.  
Music was provided by the Elite Jazz Ensemble and Suzie Stanistreet catered the 
function with amazing food.  A great night was had by all. 
 
On 22 July 2010 Juanita Phillips, journalist and author, spoke about work/life balance 
and her book entitled "A Pressure Cooker Saved My Life".  Over 390 members and 
guests attended the flower-filled event sponsored by McCabe Terrill Lawyers.  Guests 
left the event feeling inspired that they too could have it all – and keep it together.  
Music was again provided by the Maddi Hill Band. 
 



Today the 2010 Committee has held its last function for the financial year and we were 
delighted to hear from Denise Bofill, General Manager, Products for Wesfarmers 
General Insurance Limited.  Over 390 members and guests have attended and music 
has been provided by the Jade Lumbewe Band.  We thank our principal sponsor, Lee & 
Lyons Lawyers, for their generous support. 
 
In rounding off this year, the Committee would like to extend its thanks to the following 
2009/10 sponsors, whose support and contribution is very much appreciated: 
 

o Cunningham Lindsey 
o Vardanega Roberts Solicitors 
o Advanced Buildings Pty Ltd 
o Curwoods Lawyers 
o McCabe Terrill Lawyers 
o Lee & Lyons Lawyers 
o G Hughes & Associates 
o Abe's Real Bagels 
o Aesop 
o Austen Brothers 
o Ben Sherman 
o Bill Hicks 
o Burt's Bees 
o Chimera 
o Citywide Personnel 
o Cocolo 
o Dermalogica 
o DLA Phillips Fox 
o Dove 
o Dual Australia 
o Frank Provost Paris 
o Fruit at Work 
o Gaia Skin + Body 
o Holman Webb 
o Insurance and Risk Professional Magazine 
o Jurlique 
o Kennedys Lawyers 
o Mother Megs 
o Noel Pennington 
o Palazzo Versace 
o Palmer's 
o Paper Provocateur 
o Prevention Magazine 
o Shoes of Prey 
o Smitten with Style 
o Snowgoose 
o Susan Holmwood 
o The Simply Fine Food Company 
o Toby's Estate 
 

 
 



I would like to extend my thanks to the wonderful Committee members for their time, 
contribution, hard work, dedication and support. 
 

o Sherrie Morton, Vice President – Allianz 
o Anna Moule, Treasurer – QBE 386 
o Rebekah Giles, Secretary – Kennedys Lawyers 
o Emma Winkler, Acting Secretary and Committee Member– 9th Floor Windeyer 

Chambers 
o Marianne Lim, Committee Member - Proclaim 
o Angie Hibbard, Special Member  
o Laika Hussein, Special Member - Proclaim 

 
We look forward to another successful year in 2011 and thank both our new and long 
standing members for their ongoing support in what we, your committee, consider to be 
a vital organisation by providing networking, education and development opportunities 
for women and men in the insurance industry. 
 
Lesley Woodmore 
President 
24 September 2010 


